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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Superintendent’s Message 

This Saturday marks one year from 
when our school lives 
changed in a way we 
never imagined. On 
March 13, 2020, we 
announced that school 
would be closed for 
two weeks, with the 
intention of returning after Spring 
Break. Little did we know how much 
would change. 

From the first case of COVID-19 in 
Indiana on March 6 to the closure of 
Mooresville Schools and hundreds 
of other districts across the state on 
March 13, our parents and staff were 
on alert. We were all apprehensive, 
not knowing what woud happen next 

What  A Year!

Continued on p. 4

Superintendent
Randy Taylor

Upcoming Road 
Closures
Construction on High Street from State 
Road 42 to State Road 144 this year will 
cause changes in bus route times and 
traffic patterns for student pickup and 
dropoff. Road closures may affect routes 
far away from High Street as traffic flows 

Families who have a child turning age five 
before Aug. 1 are encouraged to register 
their child for school and watch the 
Facebook live Virtual Kindergarten Roundup 
event on Tuesday, March 23, at 5:30 p.m. 

All families who are registered for kindergarten receive a 
“Welcome to Kindergarten” booklet with important information 
about school as well as readiness activities for the summer. 
Begin your online registration here. 

Virtual Kindergarten Roundup 
Coming March 23

Junior Junior 
Mid-State Mid-State 
Conference Conference 
Champs Champs 
7th grade 7th grade 
girls. The girls. The 
8th grade 8th grade 
(featured in (featured in 
2/25 issue) 2/25 issue) 
also won also won 
JMSC !JMSC !

Continued on p. 6

https://www.franciscanhealth.org/healthcare-facilities/franciscan-physician-network-heartland-crossing-pediatrics-97
https://www.facebook.com/events/927152078087761
https://www.mooresvilleschools.org/departments/academics/preparing-for-kindergarten
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The E-Sports team won Monday’s Overwatch The E-Sports team won Monday’s Overwatch 

competition against Hanover 2-0. competition against Hanover 2-0. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
 COVID-19 Updates for Schools

Families should review information on page 3 for 
students who may be exibiting symptoms of COVID 
19 or MIS-C. Also included in the updated document 
are travel requirements and recommendations as 
well as reminders of when a child should not attend 
school. As home tests for COVID 19 become more 
widely available, families are reminded that only 
tests conducted by a medical professional can be 
used for an alternate diagnosis for symptomatic 
students. 

As always, anyone with questions related to COVID 
19 are encouraged to contact health services at their 
school with any questions. 

E-Sports Teams 
Breaking Ground

The Mario Smash The Mario Smash 
Brothers team Brothers team 

competing against competing against 
Seeger High SchoolSeeger High School

high schools and colleges across the country are even earning scholarships in E-Sports. 

The group has different sub-teams for different games, including chess, Smash Brothers and 
Overwatch.  With three weeks of competition under their belts, each team has had a win and the 
chess team placed 11 out of 42 at the second tournament. The group is led by sponsor Ethan Flater 
and assistant sponsor Sara Richmond.

The MHS E-Sports team is paving a 
strong path in their first year. E-Sports 
began in 2019 in Indiana and the 
Indiana High School E-Sports Network 
and has grown each year. Students at 

http://www.mooresvillepark.com


COVID-19 Screening for Parents
Every morning before you send your child to school please check for signs of illness:

Were you in close contact (within 6 feet for a total of 15 minutes over a 24-hour period) with anyone 
confirmed with COVID-19? 

Does your child have any sign of illness above? 

Please keep your student home until they meet the criteria.

 If the answer is YES  to any of the questions, DO NOT send your student to school. Instead, begin 
isolation of your child and contact your healthcare provider.  Have you been tested for COVID-19?
Only a positive test or provider diagnosis can confirm if someone has a current infection.

Updated: 2/9/21

If you have trouble breathing, chest pain, new confusion, 
inability to wake or stay awake or bluish lips or face CALL 911!

1

2

3

4

NEW LOSS OF TASTE 
OR SMELL

SORE THROAT

HEADACHE*
*particularly new onset of severe 
headache, especially with fever

COUGH* OR SHORTNESS 
OF BREATH

*especially new onset, uncontrolled cough

FEVER 100.4* OR CHILLS 
*or school board policy 

if threshold is lower

DIARRHEA, NAUSEA OR 
VOMITING, ABDOMINAL PAIN

*May present with more than one symptom. This list does not include all possible symptoms.

COVID-19 INFORMATION

Those traveling should follow CDC travel guidance including: 
- Get tested with a viral test 3-5 days after travel AND stay home and self-quarantine for 

a full 7 days after travel (even if you test negative).
- If your test is positive, isolate yourself to protect others from getting infected.
- If you don’t get tested, stay home and self-quarantine for 10 days after travel.
- Avoid being around people who are at increased risk for severe illness for 14 days, 

whether you get tested or not.
Those who are traveling outside of the U.S. are required to follow the guidelines. Those 
traveling within the United States or U.S. territories are recommended to follow CDC 
guidance as well as any state guidance for their travel destination. Learn more on the 
CDC Travel webpage.

In addition to having 
symptoms, do not 
attend school if: 

-  You are awaiting 
COVID-19 test results. 

-  Any member of the 
household has tested 
positive or is awaiting 
test results due to 
exposure/symptoms. 

-  Any member of the 
household is home from 
work or school with 
COVID-19 symptoms.

Anyone with symptoms of 
COVID-19 must quarantine 
unless an alternate 
diagnosis is received from 
a medical professional. 
Use of home COVID-19 
testing kits do not qualify 
as an alternate diagnosis. 

If a person is at home for 
any of the above reasons, 
the person should stay at 
home until Indiana State 
Department of Health 
Return to School guidance 
is met. 

When in doubt, stay home 
and contact your school 
student health services or 
the Morgan County Health 
Department (765-342-
6621) for guidance. 

Every morning before you send your child to school, please check for signs of illness:

Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children (MIS-C) associated with COVID-19
MIS-C is a condition where different body parts can become inflamed. Many children with MIS-C 
had the virus that causes COVID-19, or had been around someone with COVID-19. MIS-C can be 
serious, even deadly, but most children who were diagnosed with this condition have gotten 
better with medical care. If you think your child is sick with MIS-C, contact your child’s doctor, 
nurse, or clinic right away.  Symptoms include:       Fever   Neck pain Bloodshot eyes        
    Feeling extra tired                 Rash                     Vomiting              Diarrhea             Abdominal pain
Be aware that not all children will have all the same symptoms.  Seek emergency care right away if 
your child is showing any of these emergency warning signs of MIS-C or other concerning signs:
    Trouble breathing      Pain or pressure in the chest that does not go away 
    New confusion               Pale, gray, or blue-colored skin, lips, or nail beds, depending on skin 
    Severe abdominal pain          Inability to wake or stay awake CDC MIS-C Resources

School Telephone Numbers
MHS    317-831-9203
PHMS    317-831-9208
Neil Armstrong    317-831-9210
Newby    317-831-9212
North Madison    317-831-9214
Northwood    317-831-9216
Waverly    317-831-9218

To find complete state guidance, visit 
the Indiana Department of Health 

Coronavirus Information Page  and 
click on “Back to School Resources”

Updated 3-8-2021 
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Elementary art teachers took Elementary art teachers took 

part in a virtual meeting of part in a virtual meeting of 
the National Art Education the National Art Education 
Association conference .Association conference .

or how we would be able to complete the important task of educating 
our children.  It is amazing to look back at the last 365 days and see 
how our students, staff, families and the greater community pulled 
together to keep education a priority. 

On March 13, 2020, I could never have imagined the year to come. In 
March 2021, I could not be prouder of all we have achieved in the face 
of adversity. 

I’ve been stopped in the 
community, emailed, and called 
at various times this past year 
to hear stories about great 
things our staff has done to help 
students keep life as normal as 
possible. As we reflect on the year, I’d like to ask our families, students, 
and community members to take a moment and think back on any 
staff members who truly made a difference this year. As you do, if there 
is someone on our staff you would like to thank, please take a moment 
to share your message with our online Pioneer Thank You Notes.  
We’ll keep our online appreciation form open throughout March for 
families to share their messages, and in April we’ll print out and deliver 
cards with those messages to our staff members. 

I never could have predicted a year like we’ve had, but I am thankful 
for spending it with such a strong team in a strong community. No 
matter the ever-changing situation, our staff has made sure our  
students have been supported. I am so proud of our Pioneers for 
putting the education and well-being of our community’s children at 
the forefront!

What a Year!
Continued from p. 1

Spring 2020 
Timeline

March 5 – increased cleaning 
and sanitizing programs 
announced in the Pioneer 
Blast

March 6 – First announced 
COVID-19 case in Indiana

March 8 – first Indiana school 
district case

March 9 – first Indiana school 
district closure

March 9 – closure of 
Mooresville school 
buildings to visitors, 
postponement of all 
programs

March 13 – Mooresville 
Schools close, initially for 2 
weeks and Spring Break

March 16 - Food Services 
begins drive-through meal 
programs

March 19 – Governor 
Holcomb announces all 
Indiana schools will be 
closed until May 1

April 2 – State 
Superintendent 
McCormick announces 
schools will remain closed 
and complete the year 
with virtual instruction

https://forms.gle/wBphhAAJZp8g9YWA7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd6nD-Z7sKFhlZlLxFamBmm1dBE6S6T0c6bcVdJ89tf_-wxTQ/viewform
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Several MHS students have recently 
received state honors, including: 

The MHS Color Guard (photo right) 
has qualified for state finals for the 
fifth year in a row with this year’s 
show, “She Cried Wolf.”

Band students Stevie Bruner, Faith 
Stout and Xander Marine (photo 
far right, from left) received gold division 
ratings in Group I at the Indiana State 
School Music Association Virtual Solo and 
Ensemble Festival.

MHS Senior Kimmy Turley 
was recently named a state 
finalist for High School 
Journalist of the Year by the 
Indiana High School Press 
Association. 

Mrs. Gormon’s fifth graders at Neil Mrs. Gormon’s fifth graders at Neil 
Armstrong put some STEM skills to the Armstrong put some STEM skills to the 

test as they figured out how to make test as they figured out how to make 
paper airplanes fly farther and straighter.paper airplanes fly farther and straighter.

NOW HIRING BUS DRIVERS!
COMPETITIVE PAY of $21.07/Hour 

Have the same school schedule as your child/grandchild.

No experience necessary - training provided!

Split shift: a.m./p.m. routes 
Average route: 4-5 hrs/day

Possible opportunity to move into full-time with starting 
pay of $22/hr, 180 days/year

Call 317-831-9242 to learn more. 



March 11, 2021

Page 6

onto other streets through town. Please be aware 
of the following upcoming street closures (marked 
with solid lines) and detours (marked with dotted 
lines). 
Phase 1: White Lick Creek Bridge to Carter St.,
       March-June 
Phase 2: Carter St. to Indiana St.,  July-
      September
Phase 3:  Franklin St. to SR 67, May-June
Phase 4: Indiana St. to Madison St., April-July 
Phase 5: Madison St. to South St., August-
      October
Additional information is available on the S.R. 42 
Pavement Replacement Project website. 

Traffic Updates  
Continued from p. 1
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https://www.in.gov/indot/3956.htm
https://www.in.gov/indot/3956.htm


 Upcoming 
Events

Mar. 11 Newby
PTO Meeting (webex)

Mar. 11-12 MHS
Spring Play 7pm

Mar. 13 MHS
SAT  

Mar. 23 MHS
Spring Club Picture Day

Mar. 23 District
Virtual Kindergarten 

Roundup 5:30pm 
(Mooresville Schools 
Facebook)

Mar. 26-Apr. 2
Spring Break - No School

One fish, two One fish, two 
fish fun at fish fun at 

Northwood Northwood 
kindergartenkindergarten

PROMISE INDIAN� 
MORGAN COUNTY 

Partners are kick-starting your students' savings 

LEARN about 
college and careers 
in the classroom. 

EXPLORE a local 
university campus 
and "Walk into 
My Future". 

for their future 

SIGN UP for a 529 Direct account for your 
student's future education at 
promiseindiana.iyi.org/morgancounty 

RECEIVE $10 in your account 
from community partners. 

ASK your 
champions 
to help! If you 
raise$25 in 
deposits 
you're eligible 
for a match. 

GROW your 
savings with a 
$25 community 
match! 

Visit promiseindiana.iyi.org/morgancounty to take the step of saving for higher education! 
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News Briefs
Published Author - Congratulations go to MHS 
teacher and coach Oggy Brewer, who used some 
pandemic down time to write MOPO - Max Out 
Pay Out about one of his life mottos to maximize time and energy toward 
meaningful end results. The book also quotes several current MHS coaches 
and staff members.

Promise Indiana Program - Morgan 
County students entering kindergarten 
this fall will be part of the new Promise 
Indiana program, which helps create and 
fill 529 Savings Accounts for college, vocational training, and more. In Morgan 
County, a $10 deposit is ready for any Class of ’34 kindergarten student who 
opens an account this year as well as a $25 match for a $25 deposit. Families 
who take part in the Promise Indiana 529 account program in March will also 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT have two chances to win a $250 deposit into their child’s 
Promise Account! Set up a new 529 direct account through 
this link with no additional deposit to be entered to win. 
Families who have a 529 direct account may deposit funds 
during March to be entered into the drawing. For questions, 
please contact Jennifer Maurer.

Community Information - - Local nonprofits may share 
fliers on our Community Webpage. Current fliers include: 
National Assoc. for Suicide Prevention Event in Memory 
of Lauren Rink
Mooresville Parks Swim Lessons (up to age 15)
Mooresville Parks Summer Camps (grades K-6)   
Komets Riverplate Soccer - Ages 7-17   

Serving the Morgan County community since 1931

https://rb.gy/k4tvkh
https://rb.gy/k4tvkh
http://jenmaurer@bbjymca.org
https://www.mooresvilleschools.org/community/community-information
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mooresville-files/attachments/9141/original/Natl_Assoc_Suicide_Prev_-_Lauren_Rink.pdf?1615469862
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mooresville-files/attachments/9141/original/Natl_Assoc_Suicide_Prev_-_Lauren_Rink.pdf?1615469862
http://mooresvilleschools.org
http://mooresvilleschools.org
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mooresville-files/attachments/9117/original/Komets_registration.jpg?1613068267
http://www.citizens-banking.com

